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TASK 1
Imagine you are the father of a student of a school where dodge ball is still permitted. You have read
the article on page 3 and strongly agree with the points mentioned. What’s more, your child has been a
victim of dodge balll Write a letter to Ron Blake, the head of the school your child attends:

Describe the problems your child is experiencing.
Explain why you think dodge ball should be banned.
® Ask the school authorities to take action.

Remember to use the information in the text whenever necessary. You should write a letter of 18-20
lines
From: Time, May 21, 2001
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Scourge of the Playground

It's dodge ball, believe it or not. More schools are
banning the childhood game, saying it’s too violent

ARENTS AND EDUCATORS = HAVE
learned to fear drugs, cliques and
school shootings. Now, added to the
list of things that threaten American
schoolkids is dodge ball. You read that
right. In a growing number of school dis-
tricts in such states as Texas, Virginia,
Maine and Massachusetts, circles of kids
dodging and throwing balls at one another
have been banned from gym class. Ad-
vocacy groups are pushing to get rid of the
game; and Neil Williams, an Eastern Con-
necticut State University phys ed profes-
sor, has created a P.E. Hall of Shame, rank-
ing dodge ball as his No. 1 villain. “It allows
the stronger kids to pick on and target the
weaker kids,” he charges. “It’s like Lord of
the Flies, with adults
encouraging it.”

Opponents warn
that dodge ball—also
called murder ball
and killer ball in some
places—could be an
incubator for later ag-
gressive, even violent
behavior. “The whole
game to [some kids] is
about hitting some-
one as hard as they
can and laughing,”
says Lilla Atherton, a
fifth-grader in Fair-
fax County, Virginia, &
where the game has =
been banned. “If a LOOKOUT!
boy doesn’t throw hard and make a hit, the
other boys call him a girl.” Critics charge
the sport isn’t even good exercise, since it
typically leaves the weakest, most over-
weight kids—the ones usually knocked out
first—to sit on the sidelines while the good
athletes keep playing.

But the old playground game has
drawn some vocal defenders. “You mean
there’s weak in the world? There’s strong?”
howled SPORTS ILLUSTRATED columnist
Rick Reilly. “Of course there is, and dodge
ball is one of the first opportunities in life to
figure out which you are and how you're go-
ing to deal with it.” Martha Kupferschmidt,
director of personnel and student services
at the Murray school district in Utah, won-
ders why dodge ball has been singled out.

ritics say dodge ball encourages kids’ aggressive side

“If we were going to ban dodge ball for ag-
gressiveness,” she says, “we would have to
look at a whole gamut of sports”—such as
football, kickball and wrestling.

Rick Hanetho, a parks manager in
Schomberg, [llinois, started the National
Amateur Dodgeball Association after notic-
ing that local kids, given a choice, always
picked the game. He says dodge ball is most
loved by the geekier kids, who could never
make the basketball team or cheerleader
squad but still crave team sports. “It teaches
incredible hand-eye coordination, quick
decision making, concentration and agili-
ty,” he says. “And it's just a
game. This criticism is ab-
surd, just crazy.”

O

While it gets hounded out of more and
more schools, dodge ball may be winning
new fans among adults. Hanetho’s league
has held three championships, attracting
teams from as far away as Los Angeles and
Canada. At the last matchup the oldest
player was 58; the most valuable was 47.
And Vanity Fair in March pronounced that
dodge ball is now the cool party sport. If so,
Sam Cohen is at least one kid who is will-
ing to let the adults have their fun. The
Fairfax County eight-year-old liked play-
ing dodge ball before it was banned in his
grade school, but he doesn’t miss it. “We
haven't played it in a long time,” he says.
“There are lots of other things to play
anyway.” —By Tamala M. Edwards.
With reporting by Anne Moffet/Washington

TIME, MAY 21, 2001
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TASK 2 /50

TASK 2
Read “Story of an Hour” on page 6. You are the journalist in charge of reporting the death of Mrs.
Mallard. You have some information about the events leading to her death, some of which where

provided by her sister. The news item will be published in an American newspaper under the
following headline: WIFE DIES AT THE SIGHT OF “DEAD” HUSBAND.

Remember to use the information in the text when necessary. Write a news item of 15 — 18 lines.

From: http://www.eastoftheweb.com/cgibin/version printable.pl?story id=StorHour.shtml
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